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"The Drowned Lands," a sketch by H. R. Poore illustrates The Camp-Fires of the Everglades.

BOOK REVIEWS
The Camp-Fires of the Everglades or Wild Sports in the South. By Charles E. Whitehead.
Foreword by Lovett E. Williams, Jr. Gainesville, Florida. 1991 [18601. University of Florida
Press. Pp. xvi, 281. Illustrations. Cloth. $29.95. Paper. $14.95.
Hunting and fishing have been an integral part of Florida’s culture since people first inhabited the
land. As these activities became less of a necessity they grew increasingly popular as sporting
and recreational pursuits. In the nineteenth century, Florida was discovered as a sportsman’s
paradise. Charles E. Whitehead’s book captures the flavor of hunting, fishing, and story-telling in
Florida between 1850 and 1890. Those who love the outdoors will undoubtedly love the book.
A reader should never try to make a book more than the author intended. The Camp-Fires of the
Everglades was not written for the historian. The most obvious flaw is that the adventures
narrated do not take place in the Everglades, but rather in central Florida between the Georgia
border and Tampa, as well as a few other sections of the state.
This volume, reproduced by the University of Florida Press, is actually a reissue of the 1891
edition. The original work was published in 1860. Additional chapters were added to the later

Published by Scholar Commons, 1992

1

Tampa Bay History, Vol. 14 [1992], Iss. 1, Art. 8

volume and it is left to the reader to discern new chapters from old. While this does not spoil the
story, it does leave the historian somewhat frustrated. For example, the account of tarpon fishing
near Gasparilla Island (p. 198) would have been far more significant if it had been included in
the original issue. All evidence indicates that the sport began in the 1880s in the Charlotte
Harbor area. Whitehead’s story is clearly from this later era and, of course, could not have been
included in the first edition.
The book has other weaknesses, such as sketches not reflecting accurately the accompanying
narrative. However, in defense of the author, he did not intend his book to be anything other than
a collection of tales, both real and fictional, about outdoor adventures in the Florida peninsula.
Whitehead certainly accomplished this goal. The tales are told in the dialect of the people he
encountered, the descriptions of wildlife and natural scenes are vivid, the hunting and fishing
stories bring smiles to the outdoorsman, and you can almost hear the campfires crackle.
Vernon Peeples
Spanish Pathways in Florida/Caminos Españoles en Florida. Edited by Ann L. Henderson and
Gary R. Mormino. Translated by Carlos J. Cano, Jose Feliciano Butler, and Warren Hampton.
Sarasota, Florida. 1991. Pineapple Press. Pp. 342. Illustrations. Bibliographies. Index. Spanish
term glossary. Cloth. $24.95. Paper $18.95.
"Why celebrate the Columbian Quincentenary?" Michael V. Gannon asks in the closing essay of
this rich collection of Florida history. Developed in celebration of the Columbus encounter,
Spanish Pathways in Florida contains articles by seventeen authors, most of whom are historians
and museum curators from Florida universities. All offer well-researched insights on the Spanish
history and heritage of Florida.
Organized chronologically, the book includes essays on the "famous" Spanish, Cuban, and
Cuban-American men in Florida history: Hernando de Soto, Pedro Menédez de Avilés, José
Martí, and Maurice Ferré. There are proportionally more articles on women and men who are not
so famous, those who contributed their labor and skills to the social, economic, and religious
culture of St. Augustine, the Panhandle, the Gulf Coast, Miami, Key West, and the interior.
Other articles focus on the impact of the "Columbian Exchange" on the Old and New World and
on political and strategic issues in the Florida colony. This balanced incorporation of social,
economic, and political history makes a valuable contribution to the discipline and will also be of
interest to the general reader.
An important editorial decision recognized the Spanish legacy of Florida. The volume is written
entirely in both English and Spanish, with translation page by page. Accessible to English,
Spanish, or bilingual readers, the dual language approach notes the diversity which still
characterizes Florida culture, while reminding the reader that the first European language to
dominate Florida was Spanish.
Readers will find all essays both readable and enlightening, as each author minimized
"academic" writing style and form. Each essay is followed by information on the author and
suggestions for further reading, but no footnotes. Biographical and topical essays skillfully
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